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Tawatchai Somkong Opens a Game of “Stealing”
Where Signatures Challenge Ownership

Front & Back: The Art of the Steal

From Picasso’s words to an artistic game
that challenges names, ownership, and the value of art

Venue: Temporary Exhibition 4, 5th Floor, MOCA BANGKOK
Exhibition period: October 11 - November 22, 2026

Bangkok, Thailand October 1, 2026 — MOCA BANGKOK presents Front & Back: The Art
of the Steal, an exhibition by Thai artist Tawatchai Somkong, on view from
October 11 — November 22, 2026. Bringing together works by 34 Thai and international
artists, the exhibition follows a simple but provocative rule: Tawatchai Somkong signs the
front of every work, while the artist who made it signs the back. The name of the person
who did not create the work therefore appears before the name of its actual maker.

Each participating artist is invited to create a work in their own style and language.

The works remain connected to the ideas and practices of their respective makers. Yet
when Somkong’s name appears on the front, the relationship between maker, signature,
and ownership becomes uncertain. Viewers are left to consider whether a work belongs to
the person who made it, the person who conceived it, or the person whose name is most
visible.

“Good artists copy, great artists steal,” a phrase often attributed to Pablo Picasso,
provides a key point of departure for the exhibition. Front & Back: The Art of the Steal
turns the statement into a transparent experiment: the name of the person who did not
make the work is placed on the front, while the name of its maker is moved to the back. If
everyone knows the rules, can this still be called theft? Or does the act become a new
form of authorship?
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The participating artists are Adisak Somkong, Alongkorn Lauwatthana, Angkrit
Ajchariyasophon, Anna Chekh, Camilla Russell, Chatchai Phojjanaporn, Dow Wasiksiri,
Gianluca Vernizzi, Home-sawan Umansap, Jin Nyu, Kittipong Suriyathongchuen, Krisana
Chavanakunakorn, Krissadank Intasorn, Lampu Kansanoh, Lucio Cavallari, Manit Srisuwan,
Narate Jung, Nawat Lertsawaengkit, Palut Marod, Parichart Suphaphan, Pry, Rachela
Abbate, Sakarin Krue-On, Somsak Chowtadapong, Soul Crazy, Sutee Kunavichayanont,
Teerawat Nutcharoenpol, Thanomchit Chumwong, Thongchai Rakpathum, Thosaphorn
Sutham, Trinnapat Chaisitthisak, Vasan Sitthiket, Vincent Leow, and Worapol Nuanla-ong.

The exhibition invites viewers to consider how strongly an artist’'s name influences the
way a work is seen and valued. Does a signature establish ownership, or does it simply
help a work gain recognition and legitimacy? When the maker’'s name is moved to the
back, does the work appear different? And if the name is removed altogether, does the
value of the work change?

For Front & Back: The Art of the Steal, Tawatchai Somkong brings together more than
30 artists in an experiment that disrupts the conventional attribution of artworks. It
leaves the question of who made the work and who owns it unresolved by any single
signature.

Exhibition Details

Title: Front & Back: The Art of the Steal

Artist: Tawatchai Somkong

Venue: Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA BANGKOK)

Address: 499 Kamphaeng Phet 6, Ladyao, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900
Exhibition Period: October 11 — November 22, 2026

Opening Reception: October 10, 2026, (14:00)

Public Hours: 10:00 - 18:00 (Closed on Mondays)

Admission: Included with regular museum admission

For more information about the exhibition and the artist, please download the press
kit here: https://bit.ly/FBTheArtofTheSteal

#FrontAndBack #TheArtofTheSteal #Tawatchaisomkong #MOCABANGKOK #ContemporaryArt
#ThaiContemporaryArt

About the Artist

Tawatchai Somkong is a Thai artist, the founder of Fine Art Magazine and MATDOT Art Center. He
curated The Revolving World at the Thai Pavilion during the 58th Venice Biennale in 2019, as well
as Butterflies Frolicking on the Mud: Engendering Sensible Capital at Thailand Biennale Korat 2021.
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About MOCA BANGKOK

The Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA BANGKOK) stands as one of Asia's largest and most
significant contemporary art museums . Founded in 2012 by telecommunications executive and
philanthropist Boonchai Bencharongkul, this private museum was built to honor Professor Silpa
Bhirasri, the "Father of Contemporary Art" in Thailand.

Housed in a striking five-story building featuring delicately carved stone inspired by jasmine vine
patterns, symbolizing Thai cultural heritage, the museum's perforated structure allows natural
light to stream through, creating ever-changing moods throughout the day . Spanning 20,000
square meters of well-lit exhibition space, MOCA BANGKOK displays approximately 1,000 works
selected from Bencharongkul's private collection, amassed over three decades .

MOCA BANGKOK's mission extends beyond exhibition: to communicate, promote, and preserve
authentic Thai art and culture for Thai people and visitors from around the world, particularly
future generations
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